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State set to track legal weed
Issues with legitimate sales lead to more
inspections across the board for user safety
BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

With the retail sale of recreational
marijuana nearly upon Washington,
the state Liquor Control Board (LCB)
has enacted various requirements for
marijuana testing and tracking, from
seed to sale.
Under I-502, growers, producers
and retail establishments must track
their product, keeping tabs on every
part of the plant, including buds, seeds
and stems. The LCB has provided two
free interfaces for growers, producers
and retailers to utilize, but these systems
are relatively basic. Last year, a company known as BioTrackerTHC won the
Washington state contract for creating
a state-compliant tracking system, complete with a streamlined user interface,
which the LCB said is much more user
friendly.
“The traceability system is actually
pretty slick,” said Brian Smith, communications director for the Liquor Control Board. “[We] have to know how
and where everything is.”
Smith stressed how important it is
for marijuana businesses to comply
with the tracking regulations. Businesses which accrue three violations in three
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years will have their business licenses rejected, he said, and are subject to steep
penalties and ﬁnes.
Examples of violations include selling to minors or diverting product from
where it should end up. Every plant
must be tagged and tracked, and if it
is destroyed for any reason, it must be
counted as such.
Businesses are prone to inspections,
and the numbers they provide the state
must match up with the inventory on
hand.
“We’re gonna hit every location,”
Smith said. The tracking system is also
designed to keep Washington marijuana businesses in compliance with
the eight requirements laid out by the
federal government. These guidelines
include prevention of distribution to
minors, disallowing the movement of
products to the black market, and not
allowing the growth of plants on public
or federal lands. Ideally, these tracking
systems will allow state regulators to
know exactly where every part of the
plant is at all times.
There are other concerns involved
with tracking, aside from the potential for product to end up in the hands
of minors or the black market. Since
marijuana is a plant crop, it is prone
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to multiple diseases and fungi, some
of which are more common than they
may sound.
John Brown, chief technical ofﬁcer and co-founder of Analytical 360,
a marijuana testing facility located in
Seattle, said that some compounds are
frequently found.
“Penicillium is pretty common,”
Brown said, “especially found in soilgrown plants.”
Penicillium is a mold found on marijuana. In the medical market, the testing system becomes even more crucial.
While small amounts of certain molds
or other pathogens may not be harmful
to the average healthy user, for medical
patients or those with compromised immune systems, even small amounts of
these molds may prove to be dangerous, according to Brown. This includes
penicillium.
Other pathogens and conditions of
concern are black mold, bud rot, e-coli
and salmonella, all of which can potentially be found in marijuana. Microbial
tests run anywhere from $25 to $70
per-test, per-sample, and must be paid
by the client bringing the sample in. In
the traceability systems, there are a required number of tests which must be
performed by the producers and grow-
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ers, who must also foot the bill for testing.
Currently, according to Brown, most
marijuana in both medical and black
markets comes from “boutique grows,”
comprised of around 45 plants. This
small crop size allows the grower to
more closely monitor and regulate the
condition of individual plants for quality and potential disease. The larger
crops in the works for the recreational
market will provide new challenges to
quality control, Brown said. Still, he remains optimistic, though cautious.
“As long as people are controlling
their environments, they should be
ﬁne,” Brown said. “It all depends on
the environment that the pot has been
grown in.”
Brown said that his company is also
working with BioTrackerTHC and the
Liquor Control Board to integrate the
BioTrackerTHC systems with Analytical 360’s own internal systems, but that
the tracking systems are not online yet.
BioTrackerTHC was not available for
comment.
With the ﬁrst crops in the works, and
potential harvest just weeks away, the
race is on for the state, BioTrackerTHC
and producers, growers and retailers to
integrate their tracking systems.
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which

student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold:
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Central restructures funding
Faculty Senate & union take issue
with new system of management
BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

Central will be starting a new system
of ﬁnancial management this summer,
involving the redistribution of college and
department funds to cover budget shortfalls. This has sparked concern from faculty about forcing colleges to compete for
students.
In the past, funds raised by the university during the school year were centralized by the administration and distributed
from a central fund, but proﬁts raised during the summer went to departments.
Under the new model of Responsibility
Centered Management (RCM), the deans
of individual colleges will control how all
funds are distributed, beginning July 1.
The system will be fully phased in over the
next three years.
“We’re changing the current system so
it gives the deans more authority to use
funds,” Marilyn Levine, VP for Academic
and Student Life, said. “The whole idea of
Responsibility Centered Management is
to make a ﬁnancially sustainable future.”
In a separate, related move, funds currently held in reserve by individual departments will be consolidated by July.
These reserves were formerly held by
departments and used to fund individual
projects, professional development, and
travel expenses for students and faculty.
In a letter to
President Gaudino’s
ofﬁce, the Faculty
Senate and United
Faculty of Central
said they have concerns about the indirect consequences
of the move.
The letter discussed issues with
the administration
not justifying the restructuring prior to
making the decision, as well the fact that
only the academic side of the university
is being asked to restructure, leaving the
administrative side alone.
“We are being asked to ﬁnd ways to
become more ‘proﬁtable,’ but it appears
that proﬁtability is to support a growing
administrative bureaucracy that itself generates no proﬁts,” the letter stated.
Among the concerns of the Faculty
Senate and union were the way funding
will be awarded based on credit hours, potentially rewarding competition between
colleges and incentivizing hiring cheaper
adjunct faculty rather than tenure-track
professors.
According to Katharine Whitcomb,
chair elect of the Faculty Senate, the letter
was written to voice concerns and send a
message that the President’s ofﬁce should
include faculty and the union in the decision-making process.
“The letter was speciﬁcally, also, to ensure our commitment to academic integrity here at Central,” Whitcomb said.
One concern is how the RCM will affect a unionized college such as Central,
which operates under a collective bargaining agreement. Since teaching will be incentivized, there are concerns about funding for faculty research and service.
“The concern could be that the RCM
could impact jobs,” said Roxanne Easley,
history department chair.
Easley said she was concerned about
how the university would handle potential
disputes between faculty and administra-

“

tors over budgets and salaries.
Central is governed by three different
branches: the professors’ union, the Faculty Senate and the President’s ofﬁce.
According to George Drake, English
department chair, the university’s decision to consolidate funds over the summer
was undertaken after the state legislature
looked at university funds and determined
that departments had too much money
tied up and under-utilized.
Drake said that while the funding from
summer classes may have been static, it
was all intended for future programs.
“My worry is that there will be less
funding for less things, like technology and
travel, but I just don’t know yet,” Drake
said.
Insecurity about this decision was mirrored by Henry Williams, director of advanced programs.
“The way I look at it is, it’s administrative,” Williams said. “I want to reserve
my judgment until we see how the RCM is
going to impact the various departments.”
Williams said that he is also disappointed that funds are being taken from the department reserves and chairs.
Whitcomb said she hopes that the faculty will continue to have some autonomy
with their funds.
Kathryn Martell, dean of the college
of business, believes that the college will
maintain the same level of academic quality through these
changes.
“None of this
will be anything that
effects
students,”
Martell said.
Martell said the
restructuring
will
encourage colleges
to be entrepreneur-Marilyn Levine
ial, but that her
Central Provost
department
will
be “up to the challenge.” That challenge may manifest itself in many ﬁscal
areas.
Ways in which colleges can generate
more income include creating more diverse, cross-disciplinary minors such as
the recent sports business minor, or the
human resources management minor designed to attract sports and psychology
students, respectively.
Martell said that this coming year,
the college of business will have to raise
$200,000 to cover their costs. The RCM
is being phased in over the course of three
years to allow departments to develop
their own proﬁtability models. Ultimately,
the college of business must ﬁnd new ways
to generate up to a million dollars per year.
“Responsibility Centered Management
will have our budgets tied to the amount
of credit hours we produce,” Martell said.
Colleges are awarded money based on
how many students utilize their programs,
as well as the number of majors and premajors they have. Colleges which provide
prerequisite classes for students, such as
mathematics or science, will receive more
money than, for example, the College of
Business, since there are more students
overall in their programs and classes, she
said.
Eighty percent of funding is driven by
credit hours, with the remaining 20 percent being allocated due to the number of
majors and pre-majors.
There are also concerns that this could
affect the quality of education, and the
“brand” of education that Central offers.

The whole idea of Responsibility Centered Management is to make a financially sustainable future.

Budgetary Shortfall
•
•

•

Central anticipates a deficit
of $6.5 million for 2014-15
State funding now accounts
for only 13 percent of the annual budget, and tuition has
been frozen
Funding for departments
will be awarded based on
student credit hours and
numbers of majors

This includes small class sizes, marketing
to ﬁrst-generation college students, and
being a ‘veteran-friendly’ campus.
Grade inﬂation, meaning the lowering of requirements to ﬁll seats and secure
funding, could be a potential problem,
though Easley said she will be dedicated
to preventing that, along with the faculty.
“I personally, in the union chair and
department chair, am ﬁercely protective
of our academic quality,” Easley said.
“That’s why I think people come to Central.”
Summer courses are another area that
will be affected by this decision. In the
past, departments were able to save most
of the proﬁts they brought in during summer. With the repossession of department
funds, and the RCM’s model of distribution, that will no longer be the case.
“I don’t think that this summer quarter,
this change is going to affect the course offerings,” Whitcomb said. “There might be
a change perhaps in the enrollment level.”
Levine also does not believe this will
have a negative impact on students.
“We have one of the best attendances
in summer sessions that I’ve ever seen,”
Levine said. “We hope that this will provide better control of the classes for the
scheduling of the students.”
There will be many more online options for students this summer, Levine said.
More proposals, such as more course
fees, may be proposed and levied at students in the future to help ﬁll the gap between required funds and the reduction in
state funding. President Gaudino estimated that gap may be as large as $6.5 million
for the 2014-15 ﬁscal year.
Responsibility Centered Management
has been in the works within the President’s ofﬁce for years. While no one can
predict exactly how this new model will
work, Levine believes that this will be a
more sustainable model for the future.
“It’s something that will work longterm,” Levine said. “It allows us to do better strategic planning.”

Selected arguments from
Faculty Senate letter
•
•

•
•

•

Why are we moving to RCM
when most other Washington
public universities are not?
How will we insure that
RCM does not interfere with
salaries, work conditions, and
workload plans?
Why is only the academic side
of the University following
RCM?
If RCM rewards student credit
hours and number of majors
and minors, will this encourage programs to drag out the
time to degree?
How will we protect academic
quality and integrity under
RCM? What will prevent grade
inflation and pandering?

Green Dot
aims for
campus
safety

BY COLT SWEETLAND

Assistant News Editor

Central’s Green Dot program,
which is run by the Wellness Center on
campus, is their primary risk prevention program.
The Green Dot program is a copyrighted program that was adopted by
Central during fall quarter of 2009.
Andrea Easlick, assistant director
and sexual assault response coordinator at the Wellness Center, said that
the program focuses primarily on the
role of bystanders by educating them
on how to identify high-risk situations.
Also, she said that the program provides members tools to be able to ﬁnd
safe ways to intervene and reduce the
risk of these situations.
According to Easlick, the program
has been successful so far after 5 years
of implementation.
“We’ve never really had any negative responses to it, everybody’s been
pretty receptive to it,” Easlick said. “It
seems to be a fairly easy program to
understand and connect with.”
Easlick said there is a three-step
process in teaching Green Dot participants how to approach high-risk situations.
“The ﬁrst piece is identifying what
high-risk situations look like, because
if somebody cannot recognize a situation for potentially being high-risk then
there is not really a next step,” Easlick
said. “So if they look at something and
go ‘yeah I don’t see a problem with
that,’ then they don’t know that they
should maybe do something about it.”
Easlick said that the program was
created speciﬁcally to address three different types of violence: sexual assault,
partner violence and stalking.
“The second piece is what we call a
self-deﬁning moment, and so that moment where we’re faced with a decision
to either do something about what we
see or witness or do nothing about it,”
Easlick said. “So there’s no neutrality,
because the reality is that you cannot
unsee something, so their only options
are to do something about it, or choose
to do nothing about it.”
Easlick said that each Green Dot
member may have a personal barrier
to overcome in deciding whether or
not to act on a situation, and in which
way to act.
“If I’m a shy person, that might affect my decision on whether or not to
do something,”
Third step in training process provides examples of green dot situations
and then allows members to pick one
of the methods that would feel most
comfortable to them to utilize.
Easlick said that the members do
not go back to her and ask questions
about situations that they encountered.
“One of the really great things
about this program is that it doesn’t
require somebody [to provide feedback
on their encounters],” Easlick said. “
If I was a really shy person and I had
trouble confronting somebody directly,
I have other options.”
Easlick said that the goal of the program is not to eliminate members’ barriers on how to act in certain situations;
it is more about getting around these
barriers and ﬁnding a method of action that works best for each member.

“
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Central works under Title IX

Sexual assault survivor support
systems stand up to examination
Staff Reporter

Recently, the federal government released a list of 55 colleges with open sexual assault investigations, sparking worry on
campuses across the country.
Central has an interdepartmental team
of individuals who work specially with
Title IX, the Education Amendment that
made sex-based discrimination in education illegal. Staci Sleigh-Layman, director
at large of human resources, is the primary
Title IX coordinator at Central. Richard
DeShields, associate dean of student success, Mike Luvera, chief of Central police,
Gary Hyatt, assistant athletic director and
Kari Gage, senior woman administrator,
are deputy coordinators for Title IX.
This team of individuals works together to make sure that Central complies with
Title IX standards and keeps students’
safety a priority, said Sleigh-Layman.
Luvera said the U.S. Department of
Education’s Ofﬁce of Civil Rights (OCR),
which oversees Title IX, has made it clear
to institutions about the expectations and
guidelines for the interpretation of the
law. Luvera said Central has always had
excellent communication between departments, and the recent guidance from

“

Realistically, [suspects] could be found not
guilty in criminal court
and be found accountable
through the student conduct process.

“

BY KELSIE MILLER

ceedings for sexual assaults on campus:
the criminal court process, off campus,
and the student sanction process in the
university.
“Realistically, they could be found not
guilty in criminal court and be found acOCR has been motivation to continue to countable through the student conduct
improve.
process,” Luvera said. “That’s how differ“Maybe with some university there’s ent those systems are and the facts that are
that failure to communicate between allowed with the process. Criminal convicthose two groups and deﬁnitely the fail- tion is a lot harder to get to.”
ure to provide adequate services,” Luvera
DeShields said if faulty or staff, includsaid. “That’s what
ing student staff,
the ofﬁce of civil
become aware of
rights is really foany sexual violence
cusing on. They’re
toward a student,
really coming out
they are expected
and saying we want
to report the into ensure that stuformation in order
dents are protected
to get the student
the best we can.”
the resources they
There are two
need.
parts of any sexDeShields said
ual harassment or
if a student affected
sexual assault inby sexual violence
-Mike Luvera
vestigation: the unichooses to move
versity side and the
forward into an
Chief of Central police
police side, said Luinvestigation, they
vera. He oversees
will have an advothe police side of these investigations.
cate every step of the way. That advocate
Central has done a lot to make sure is Andrea Easlick, sexual assault response
people affected by any type of sexual ha- coordinator and director of the wellness
rassment feel comfortable reporting the center at Central.
behavior to someone, whether it’s the poSleigh-Layman said sexual assault is
lice or someone at the university, said Lu- actually a part of the larger sexual harassvera.
ment umbrella. She said while there are
Suspects go through two separate pro- standards that articulate what is a criminal

offence, the real problem often starts long
before that.
At Central, the Wellness Center provides programs to support students, such
as Green Dot training, which helps to prevent problems before they start. Easlick
has been doing Green Dot training for at
least six years, Sleigh-Layman said.
Green Dot training is available
throughout the year to students, faculty,
staff and community members alike, said
DeShields. Faculty and staff are required
to be formally trained once a year, but additional training is available and even encouraged, according to DeShields.
A recent victory that Green Dot experienced was the entire football team at
Central receiving training on how to prevent power based personal violence. The
training was initiated by Central’s football
coach, which shows how dedicated many
areas on campus are to preventing sexual
assault, Sleigh-Layman said.
Green Dot is just one program on campus that Central uses to create student interest in decreasing sexual harassment and
assault.
In addition to the programs that students see, Central has strong policies and
strong interdepartmental communications
that help students excel in providing services to students in need, said DeShields.
“Nothing has really changed. I mean,
I’ve been in this business for 25 years. I
think CWU’s been proactive about how
we respond to sexual assault,” Sleigh-Layman said.

think
summer
Take EWU with you this summer | ewu.edu/summer
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Central’s Wellness Center
provides contraceptive care
BY OBSERVER STAFF

Many students are unaware that along
with the student clinic, Central’s Wellness
Center, located in the SURC, provides
preventative care to Central students.
Doug Fulp, a Wellness Center health
educator in charge of chemical issues, says
he has held his current position since October 2013.
Fulp says the Wellness Center has existed for some time but has undergone numerous alterations during its existence. He
says the current structure has only existed
since last year.
“The Wellness Center has always existed, but it’s kind of taken different shapes,”
Fulp says.
Fulp said the current structure of the
Wellness Center includes director, Joey
Bryant, assistant director, Andrea Easlick,
assistant director and sexual assault response coordinator and health educators
Alice Bowman and himself.
Fulp said Bryant is also the director of
the Student Rights and Responsibilities.
Easlick is the sexual assault response coordinator.
The current state of Central’s budget
will impact the Wellness Center, Fulp said,
but it won’t shut it down entirely.
“We are completely student fee driven.
Students pay quite a few fees. One of the
fees that all students pay on a quarterly
basis is a Wellness Center fee,” Fulp said.
Fulp said the Center is very enrollment
sensitive, in that the money received by

the Wellness Center depends directly on
the number of Central students enrolled.
“Probably the most important role that
our department plays on campus is sexual
assault response and violence prevention,”
Fulp said. “Part of our sexual health
awareness is our Love Glove Club, which
is where we give 20 free condoms per student each quarter. And that’s probably the
most widely used program that we do.”
Along with sexual health, Bowman sais
the Wellness Center helps students with
relationship issues.
“Students have access to the Love
Glove Club by either emailing Wellness,
and if they want to do more of a private
order, they can just come in to our office
and say ‘I’d like to pick up my order,’ or
a lot of students just come right in,” Bowman said.
Fulp said his role in the Wellness Center is alcohol and drug referrals. When
people seek a chemical dependency assessment, Fulp said the Center helps them get
the assessments from either Alcohol Drug
Dependency Services (ADDS) or Barth
Clinic.
Fulp said the Wellness Center takes
confidentiality very seriously. One student,
who wishes to remain anonymous, said
that it was through the Wellness Center
that they had discovered their partner had
given them a sexually transmitted infection (STI).
“Knowing that everything is confidential makes it easier to talk to them,” the
student said.

19
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Ellensburg, WA 98926
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Insured? Uninsured?
We’ve got you covered.
Providing confidential, affordable health care.
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BY Collin Dysart

Assistant Scene Editor

And just like that
it all came crashing
down. I’m not entirely sure when, but at
some point Beyonce
Knowles stopped being
a pop star and became
an invincible creature;
a gift bestowed upon
us mere mortals.
That is until the
morning of May 12. What was celebrity
journalism before the existence of TMZ?
As repugnant as this subgenre of journalism is, there is a definite vicarious thrill in
vast hordes of sell outs rushing to try and
be the first to report on pretty, overvalued wealthy people doing nasty, naughty
things.
And who is more enticing to catch in
the wrong than the king and queen of hiphop Jay-Z and Beyonce.
I mean, somewhere in time, they
stopped being really successful and really
rich and morphed into a monstrosity incapable of anything beyond the pale.
I always chuckle when people are in
awe of Beyonce’s accomplishes. Well, we
could all pontentially be that glossy with

buckets of money, unlimited time, and
never worrying about taking the garbage
out.
All of sudden Beyonce was #flawless and musically somewhere next to
Beethoven and David Bowe. But the higher the rise the harder their fall.
The Met Gala is an event where Alisters and wannabes get together to pose
on a red carpet and soak in each other’s
shininess. But all was not apparently well
in paradise.
TMZ proudly threw down the gauntlet
on May 12 with grainy elevator security
footage, taken from the Stanford, of Beyonce’s sister Solange attempting to assault
her brother in law. Beyonce remained stationary during her sister’s outburst.
There is a strange disconnect between
how we treat celebrities in America and
their behavior. If you treat someone like
a god, do you not expect them to act like
a god?
I’ve listened to numerous people explain why Beyonce is such a rarefied creature: She is a devoted wife AND mother
AND pop star AND a master at instagram
filters.
The only thing I will concede to her
domination is as a member of Destiny’s
Child, that is legit.
What is striking about this incident is

Editor-in-Chief//Matthew Thompson

the crack in Beyonce’s carefully crafted façade and how we will never really know
what happened.
The only thing for certain is there is
going-ons in the Knowles family, which
aren’t happily accentuated by filters.
But what I find most disturbing is how
the finger was strongly pointed at Solange,
rather than her sister and husband.
The internet blew up with lazy word
play on Jay-Z’s hit song “99 Problems.” As
in Solange was Jay-Z’s problem.
They failed to ask the prudent question: what provoked her in the first place?
But I believe people don’t really want
the truth. It’s easier to make funny gags
and puns than face the reality of a very
disturbing scene of domestic violence.
In the fairy tale world of celebrities, Solange is the jealous little sister who did not
get to be queen.
It makes celebrity glorification all the
more satisfying. We can build them up and
when they fail, as they always do, we can
experience a nice surge of superiority.
Beyonce sells when she drops an album
and also sells when she gets caught acting
like a flawed human being, and not the
goddess of music videos and world tours.
So congratulations to Beyonce and company, welcome to the ranks of mortals.

Fresh, healthy and vegan
BY Jasmine ackerman

Copy Desk

To me, being vegan
means eating fresh,
healthy foods and
learning to have selfcontrol over what I
eat daily. It forces me
to experience fruits
and vegetables I never
thought I would grow
to crave.
I became a vegan in
January. Usually when I tell people about
my lifestyle change, I’m confronted with a
mortified look and the question, “How do
you survive?!”
I am here to set the record straight –
foods do exist outside of the meat, dairy
and egg aisles, and vegan living isn’t as
outrageous as it sounds.
I found out about my hiatal hernia a
year and a half ago. Since then, I have had
to learn what foods do and don’t cause
pain in my stomach. The result: no more
animal products, processed sugar, caffeine,
white flour, spicy foods, canned foods, cit-

rus fruits... and the list goes on.
From hearing questions from family,
friends and acquaintances, I have learned
in these past four months the harsh reality
that there are many misconceptions about
the vegan lifestyle.
I guess it makes sense that the male
figures in my life usually ask, “But, what
about protein?” with tears in their eyes.
Don’t worry, my muscles aren’t deteriorating. Protein exsists in lentils, beans, spinach, tofu- even peanut butter.
The average American tends to consume too much protein, and it isn’t a secret
that the high fat content, acidity and toxins found in animal products cause numerous health problems if consumed in large
amounts.
The good news is that vegan protein
sources can also include fiber, complex
carbs, vitamins and minerals to make it
worth your while to eat some veggies.
Speaking of animals, yes, I still trudge
around in my brown leather combat
boots. Not every vegan is an animal rights
activist.
I do love animals, don’t get me wrong,
but it is possible to be vegan solely for the

Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less
from readers on current issues. Please include your full
name and university affiliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m.
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit
for style and length. All letters become property of The
Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

health benefits, and believe me, there are
a ton.
Veganism can be a healthy alternative
lifestyle, from my experience people often
say, “Vegans are always skinny.”
Unfortunately, this isn’t the case. Vegan
living doesn’t ensure a thin waste line since
Sour Patch Kids, Oreos and Coke are still
on the menu.
Lastly, what I’ve found is that a lot of
people think eating vegan requires a lot
of money. The thought of this can be too
daunting, especially for a college student.
However, in actuality, I find shopping
in the produce section actually saves me
money rather than buying the additional
sour cream and butter for my baked potatoes.
Processed foods, on the other hand,
can be a little pricier since they are usually
compensating for the non-vegan foods.
I do agree: choosing the vegan lifestyle
can be difficult, especially in college. Going out to eat with friends turns into quite
the predicament.
College is a stressful and busy time of
life packed with exams, endless homework
and no sleep, but if you think about it,
when will life ever slow down?
College is the perfect time to form
healthy habits. So whatever that new
healthy decision is, whether it’s eating less
sugar, hiking Manastash or going vegan,
why not today?

you make at
Central

BY Sarah ruiz

Online Editor

I had high expectations for my college
life in regards to the
friendships I would
make.
Freshman
year, I was tempted,
as many of us are,
to befriend the social
butterflies.
These people always had plans, knew
where of all the parties and were never
alone. It felt good to be apart of a group
that was always together, but I was also
easily distracted.
My sophomore year, I got close with
someone I had known from freshman
year, but never expected to be close with.
She was smart, passionate, social and hilarious. Being friends with her made me
want to be a better person.
Through her, I met other people who
have proven to be important in my life.
Making new friends has taught me
an incredibly valuable lesson: the friends
you make in college aren’t just friends
you will keep through life (like the movies say), but are people that will make
you a better person if you play the game
right.
Today, the people I have surrounded
myself with encourage me to be better,
take care of me when I’m sick, force me
to study, teach me new things, will talk
deeply about important topics, but will
also enjoy a night out with me.
Finding friends like these is not easy,
but college has taught me that finding
them is important. I have severed ties
and forgotten toxic past relationships.
I am happier than I have ever been
in my life, and I have my new friends to
thank.
College is hard enough to navigate.
We aren’t just responsible for school,
we are responsible for ourselves. By surrounding yourself with people who do
not positively contribute to your life, you
are making it much harder.
Deciding who makes up your close
circle can prove to be a life-changing decision. By adding positive people in your
life, you are encouraging your own life to
change for the better.
Now I know that good friends will lift
you up, and teach you more about who
you are and who you want to be.
Strong friendships in college will help
you to make the most out of your years
at Central, and relationships forged now
will continue to teach you lessons about
life and love for the rest of your life.

Attention
The Observer is looking for weekly columnists
to contribute to our opinion section. If you are
passionate and knowledgable about your major, email
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com for more information.
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The carving Crawford
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Summer
Festival
Anticipation
BY emilY BontraGer

Staff Reporter

We asked Central students what music
festivals they are looking forward to this
summer. Here’s what they said.
“At Watershed I’m excited to see Lady Antebellum. I have gone to
every concert of theirs
in Washington.”
Nicole Kelsoe, junior
elementary education
major
“I met my boyfriend
[at Watershed] so the
two of us are excited
to go back together.”

Emily Brown, junior
accounting major

COURTNEY LEWIS/OBSERVER

FROM THE HEART Crawford combated her ADHD by working on her wood carvings. She fostered her talent in the woods
behind her grandparents home.
Staff Reporter

Almost every week, senior anthropology major Kailonna Crawford sits at a
round table in the SURC and carves.
Passersby slow down to watch or check out
her numerous completed pieces spread on
the table before her.
“I like it when I can make people smile,”
Crawford said, “or just bring something
interesting to their day.”
Crawford, who has been carving for
about ten years, says she introduces herself as a woodcarver before an anthropology major. Her interest had been piqued
when she was about six-years-old, when
her aunt brought her to a woodcarving
show. Around ﬁve years later, she brought
up the idea of woodcarving to her grandfather, and they both began the hobby.
“I was a 12-year-old with X-Acto
knives,” Crawford said.
She carved sporadically until her senior
year of high school, when she joined a local woodcarving group. She still has the
carving from her time spent in the group.
After getting serious about woodcarving, Crawford entered a Bremerton competition in 2010 with a carved dolphin
and came ﬁrst in her division. Since then
she’s entered two other competitions and
moved up to an intermediate rank.
When she was younger, Crawford had
trouble concentrating on things. Through
carving, Crawford was able to focus, and
found it very comforting. Later, she was
diagnosed with ADHD, and it all made
sense, but carving was still the place she
went as a retreat.
“Carving has always been my quiet
place,” Crawford said.
Crawford isn’t entirely sure what drew
her to woodcarving but thinks it may have
had to do with all the time she spent in the
wooded area behind her grandparents’
home.
In addition to inﬂuencing her carving, time at her grandparents’ house
also gave her a love for gardening which
she’s brought to Central. For this year’s
SOURCE, Crawford gave an audio presentation on the campus vegetable garden.
Crawford’s advisor, Mark Auslander,

Checkout Kailonna’s
work at www.etsy.com/
shop/WoodgrainRings

in their newly opened exhibit. The ﬁgures
will be an interactive learning aid in the
museum for not only children to pick up
and feel, but also for the vision impaired.
Auslander thinks it will help museum-goers to learn, and so does Crawford.
“Think of how many nerve endings we
an associate professor in anthropology have in our ﬁngers and hands,” Crawford
and museum studies and director of the said. “We were deﬁnitely meant to learn
Museum of Culture and Environment, is with them.”
grateful that Crawford shed light on the
History senior Marissa Hopkins proudlittle known vegetable garden. Auslander ly owns a piece of Crawford’s work: a
found out Kailonna was a woodcarver in carved dragon ring with a Montana saptheir very ﬁrst conversation together and phire mounted as if it’s going to consume
has since enjoyed her public carving.
it, given as a birthday gift from Crawford.
“Kailonna generously shares the artHopkins and Crawford met two years
making process with the general commu- ago in a museum curating class. There,
nity,” Auslander said.
they fostered a friendship in conversations
Auslander has seen in Crawford a deep
after class and deand spiritual concided to found the
nection to her carvMuseum Club last
ing, linking what
I like it when I can make fall quarter. Crawshe does to mask
is head of the
people smile or just bring ford
making in certain
club PR while Hopsomething interesting to kins is the presiAfrican
cultures.
Auslander explains
dent.
their day.
that carving is seen
Hopkins was a
-Kailonna Crawford
as a “deeply spiritulittle surprised to
al undertaking,” as
Senior anthopology major
see Crawford carvtrees are seen as the
ing in the SURC
home of ancestors.
when
Crawford
Carving from a tree is to embody those started about a year ago.
ancestors.
“I knew that we’d talked about carving,
To Auslander, what Crawford does in but it hadn’t clicked until that day,” Hopthe SURC most Thursdays is a great con- kins said. “I think she’s got a lot of talent.”
tribution to the school. Not only has AusNormally rather shy, Crawford says
lander seen friendships begin from people carving in the SURC helps her to talk to
taking the time to sit down and talk over people. When she was originally considCrawford’s carvings, but he’s also seen a ering carving in public, someone she met
greater awareness of art.
during the Occupy Movement told her to
The woodcarving she does in the go for it, and Crawford did. She used to be
SURC brings art to the community, mak- embarrassed, worrying about what people
ing art more public, which Auslander think, but now seems very comfortable at
wholeheartedly applauds. Auslander sees her regular table in the SURC.
in Crawford a gentle and understanding
In the future, Crawford plans to keep
spirit who wants to share her art with the carving in her life, but as a hobby and
world.
not a job. Crawford wants to get a job at
“She’s not in it for the money or to dis- museum and travel the world, particularly
play in a gallery,” Auslander said. “I great- places like Bali and Central Africa that
ly admire her for that.”
have strong wood carving cultures.
Crawford has contributed to not only
Crawford is usually sitting at the round
the minds of Central’s community, but tables in the SURC on Thursdays between
also their senses of touch. Crawford is al- 3-6 p.m. and enjoys talking about her art.
lowing the museum to hold several animal
“People should stop by and engage her
ﬁgures, a rabbit, eagle, bobcat and puppy, to talk about woodcarving,” Hopkins said.

“

“

BY maria harr

“I’m just going to
camp at Watershed
and spend time with
my friends.”
Jo Sugay, senior elementary education
major
“I’m stoked to go back
to the Gorge for the
second Paradiso.”

Cameron Thoreson,
freshman exercise science major
“I’m mostly excited
for Paradiso because
of the lights. They’re
wicked crazy.”

Brian Johnson, senior
law and justice major
“I’m excited for Paradiso for the atmosphere, great vibes,
great people and great
music.”
Adrienne Degiorgi, senior music major.
“I’m excited for Watershed because of
Billy Currington.”

Cassie Ash, freshman
criminal psychology
major
“I’m excited for Watershed because I can
go camping, see Lady
Antebellum, get tan,
and get to socialize.”
Bethany
Anderson,
senior recreation and
tourism major
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Central alumna claims her dream
BY meGan sChmitt

Staff Reporter

Central alumna Megan West has made
her dream come true by opening up her
very own clothing store.
Claim Clothing, which opened on May
3, is located on Pearl Street in the original
Geddis building, which was built back in
1889.
West wants customers to “claim your
closet,” which is the tagline of her store.
“All of our clothes are an up to date
style with a little of everything and anything,” West said. “We have an edgy section, a country chic section with the paisleys and lace, a summer section with all
the pastels and ﬂorals and much more.”
According to West, the clothes and
jewelry cater to all age groups and appeal
to people on a budget.
“There is nothing in the store that is
over $48 and the tops range from $24$32.” West said. “I hope the price points
are great for college students and locals.”
What sets Claim Clothing apart from
other clothing stores is that it only gets six
pieces of each item. According to West,
this is great for customers because they
can be sure only a few people will have the
same article of clothing as them.
Claim Clothing also gets shipments every two weeks from online catalogs.
“When someone comes in shopping
and requests speciﬁc items, I always like to
cater to what the customers want,” West
said. “I can always order items and get

them in ﬁve days.”
Claim Clothing’s online store should
hopefully be up by the end of this month
so people can begin purchasing their items
online, which will be available for in store
pick up as well as shipping anywhere in
the U.S.
West designed the store to be inviting
and look like a Seattle boutique. She wants
customers to feel welcomed and comfortable when shopping. The store layout is
spacious, with four roomy dressing rooms
and a seating area “for all the men.”
“The atmosphere is very comfortable
and easy to be in,” Macie Conaway, a
Claim Clothing customer, said. “I don’t
feel rushed and the owner is very nice.”
West grew up in Selah, Wash., and
graduated in 2013, with a degree in apparel textiles and merchandising and a minor
in apparel design and retail management.
She knew after college that she wanted to
stay in Ellensburg and open up her own
clothing store because she had grown to
love the town, and she and her husband
had already made so many friends here.
“I think this is a great community and
we picked a perfect location for the store.
Everyone is very friendly and has already
introduced themselves,” West said.
In high school, West had wanted to be
an orthodontist and ﬁgured she would go
into biology once in college. When touring Central, she saw an article in The Observer with information about the Student
Fashion Association. She was instantly
drawn in by all the activities they do.

COURTNEY LEWIS/OBSERVER

HIGH FASHION Claim Clothing caters to those seeking well designed, boutique
garmets. Limited stock and affordibilty will enhance customer experience.

West knew she had a creative side and
thought it would be a perfect match for
her. During her ﬁrst year at Central, she
joined the club and started pursuing her
fashion major. West worked at the Wildcat
Shop during this time and helped with the
opening and buying aspects of the Wildcats shop’s boutique, where she was able
to do an internship.
“Megan was an exceptional student.
She was active in the program and in the
Student Fashion Association,” Andrea
Eklund, apparel, textiles and merchandising professor, said. “Her attention to detail
was always seen in her projects in class and
she always put the best work forward.”

Claim Clothing will also be providing
clothing for the 18th Annual Apparel,
Textiles and Merchandising spring fashion
show on June 7. Eklund said West had designed for the fashion show in years past.
She worked hard enough to get two of her
designs accepted into the International
Textiles and Apparel Association competition last year.
“I think the store will be hugely successful. There is not a locally owned store in
Ellensburg with fashion forward clothing
and accessories at very reasonable prices”
Eklund said. “It’s especially great that it’s
here in the ‘Burg so I can run down at any
time to pick up some great clothes.”

The most beautiful combo.

HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL
Monday through Friday
buy a pint after 7:00pm till close
get a free jumbo slice

www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

Got Wine?

CWU Global Wine Studies Program

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

Buy A pitcher of beer
Get a 10” personal pizza

for free ( )
for real

BROOKLYN’S PIZZERIA

(509) 925-9855
716 E University Way

Call (509) 963-2744
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accomodation e-mail cds@cwu.edu
PA10520913

- or -

Google us: gws@cwu
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Barto RA gathers students with Magic
BY CoDY BraDForD

Cody Taylor hosts Magic:
The Gathering Night in
Barto every Monday and
Thursday at 8 p.m.

Staff Reporter

Cody Taylor sits at one end of the
table shufﬂing his deck, observing his opponent’s next move. The competition goes
on the offensive only to be stopped in his
tracks when a single card drops onto the
table and blunts the assault against Cody’s
defenses.
Taylor said.
Once he starts his own turn, however,
After it ran successfully in Wendell,
Cody counterattacks his opponent and Taylor posted the event in Barto to see
ﬁnishes him off for another victory at one how many people would show up. Only
of many “Magic: The Gathering” events two showed up the ﬁrst night, but because
he hosted as a resident assistant in Barto they played in the second ﬂoor lounge
Hall.
near the laundry rooms, people saw them
Taylor, junior math major, said he be- playing and word began to spread.
came a RA because it sounded fun, and
Though the event started with just Baralso jokingly mentioned the fact that mon- to residents, he soon had his former resiey from the job is nice too. His primary in- dents from Wendell attending and even
spiration for becoming a RA comes from people from off-campus. This encouraged
the RAs he had during his freshman year. games to be varied, since it was not always
“The RAs I had were really awesome the same people playing against each othand they liked it, so I thought it’d be cool er every night.
to be an RA,” Taylor said.
“Magic brings people together, and
Taylor said he liked his ﬁrst year of be- people are like, ‘it’s a bunch of socially
ing a RA while in Wendell, but this year awkward people,’ but it brings socially
he wanted to be in
awkward
people
Barto to work with
together and it
the freshmen. He
[Cody] doesn’t plan still works,” Cody
reasoned that unthere
things for himself, he plans said.“Once
like the upperclasswere people, it
men in Wendell,
it for the people around him started becoming
who seemed to
like a snowand makes sure that it fits to easier,
have most things
ball going down a
our schedules, not his.
ﬁgured out regardhill.”
ing school and their
Wendell resident
-Kristjan
Kay
majors, the freshCameron
KastBarto Resident
men would still
ner said he goes to
need help ﬁguring
Magic Night beout some parts of
cause he gets to see
college life.
his friends and meets new people all the
“[Freshmen] will actually work with time.
you for a little bit,” Taylor said.
“Personally I like to win, but I also like
Taylor runs many events including meeting new people,” Kastner said.
Magic the Gathering, movie nights and
Kastner also said that as a RA, Taylor
Super Smash Bros. tournaments. He also was pretty laid back most of the time, but
does educational events focusing on math he also followed the rules.
topics.
“[Cody] doesn’t plan things for him“People always say they suck at math,” self, he plans it for the people around him
Taylor said. “I’ve done math-help pro- and makes sure that it ﬁts to our schedules
grams and people will also stop by my not his,” Barto resident Kristjan Kay said.
door and get math help there, too.”
“Like when we do magic on Mondays and
During Taylor’s ﬁrst year as a RA in Thursdays is because people are free in the
Wendell, he started “Magic: the Gather- club on Monday and Thursday nights.”
ing” night and it transferred to Barto with
Taylor said his favorite part about behim. He said he started the event because ing a RA was meeting new residents, both
he had been playing the game since high freshmen and upperclassmen alike, and
school but was still learning.
seeing if he can help them with anything.
“Each person has something unique
“I always see people playing [Magic]
in the SURC all the time, so [I] thought they can offer to everyone, and it’s always
I could try to start something in Wendell fun to ﬁnd connections for that,” Taylor
and get some of the Wendell people out,” said.

“

“

NICK TERREL/OBSERVER

GAME TIME Magic the Gathering enthusiasts can play in tournement-style matches
while getting to know one another in a welcoming and vibrant atmosphere.

He also said Magic night is one of his
favorite events because he has a lot of
fun, gets to meet new people and games
are never the same twice. He also enjoys
the video game nights because those bring
down different groups of residents. The
Super Smash Bros. tournaments get a lot
of people.
Other events Taylor likes to attend are
the “Pizza and Police” nights as well as
the resident hall’s BBQ and ﬁeld day. He
also enjoys “Monday Movie Madness” because he can walk down and chill with his

residents while watching movies.
Taylor said he is not majoring in math
to become a teacher but rather because he
is good at it. Taylor said he isn’t great at
writing papers and wouldn’t do history or
biology because of all the memorization.
However, Cody said he is good at general
mathematics and decided to get his degree
in that ﬁeld.
Cody is attending Central because of
ﬁnancial reasons and said that because of
his RA and summer jobs he is able to pay
off his loans so he can graduate debt free.

Do you want your
message to reach
CWU students
staff & faculty
members?

ADVERTISE HERE!
Call 963-1095
to learn more!
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CWU Feminist Club restructures
The club’s main purpose is focusing
on gender equality. They want to bring as
much awareness about gender inequality
The CWU Feminist club’s goal this to both campus and the Ellensburg comyear is to get re-organized and become munity as possible. They are also focusing
more recognized as a campus organiza- on sexual assault awareness this year betion. With the old president stepping cause it has become a big issue nationwide
“In the future, I can see there being
down and Ellisa Grifﬁn taking her place
after just being a member for one quarter, more equal pay and work for men and
women,” Mcmulthere is a lot to do.
lin-Messier said. “I
“I’d been somethat there is
thing I was interestIn the future, I can see believe
a lot of big goals in
ed in and just found
there being more equal pay the feminist moveout about it over
the summer,” Grifand work for men and wom- ment.”
The Slut Walk
ﬁn said. “We want
en.
is their way of eduto get organized
cating participants
so it isn’t so hard
-Pamela Mcmullin-Messier
about sexual asto ﬁgure out how
CWU Feminist Club Advisor
sault awareness. At
to address issues.
the end of the walk
We want to be approachable and try to get taken seriously.” there will be speakers and performers who
Recently, the club took part in Rock talk about a variety of issues that are afAgainst Rape, giving out pamphlets about fecting our generation.
The walk is an international event,
their club and running a hangman game
using derogatory terms. Their next event which started in Toronto in 2011 after
will be the Slut Walk, and they might col- a police ofﬁcer claimed that women can
laborate with EQuAl, who is putting on avoid sexual assault if they avoided “dressing like sluts.”
the Dyke March.
The club also took part in Sexaplooza
Pamela Mcmullin-Messier, the Feminist
Club’s advisor, believes that the Slut Walk last week. Members made posters with a
was one of their most successful events range of different feminism-related toplast year. According to her, the walk had a ics on them. They also played a matching
great turnout last year and she hopes that game as well, with quotes from famous
joining with EQuAl will bring in an even people.
It was the club’s way of getting people
bigger crowd.
BY houston Carr

Staff Reporter

Located 1 block
from campus!
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to start asking questions about whether
these quotes were okay to say, and whether the statements were too abrasive.
Grifﬁn joined the club last year because
of her interest in women’s rights. She was
really happy there was a club for it
on campus.
Grifﬁn described the
Feminist Club as a
“great way to communicate
and
raise
awareness,”
and
added that “It
gives people
platforms they
wouldn’t normally be able
to have ... It’s a
great chance to
meet people with
similar ideas.”
According to Grifﬁn, the future the feminist movement will take new
form. She said it is starting
to include transgender and
colored women as well. It’s
opening up more and becoming
more modern.
There may be more women than
men as current members but that didn’t
stop Jared Jones, senior French major,
from joining. The CWU Feminist club
aims to appeal to more than just women.
Any identity can be a part of the club.

“It’ll open your mind to what people
think, even if you don’t agree,” Jones said.
“People still don’t really understand what
feminism is and in the future I think they
will.”
In addition to reorganizing, the CWU
Feminist Club wants to ﬁght the
stereotypes of feminist culture. They want more
people to see the club
for what it really is. It
is encompassing so
many more groups
than people can
imagine and the
club wants to get
the word out.
The club is “not
just about women,”
Jones said, “it applies to any identity.”
Every Thursday the
club has a movie night
where all the members get together and discuss the movie
they pick out that week. They
talk about the positive and negative aspects of the movie, what
the problem is with the movie and
how they should’ve dealt with issues
better in the movie. It’s not just movies
with strong female actresses or only revolving around women. They’ve watched
Fight Club and soon will be watching Don
Jon.
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The Eastern
Washington
Brewfest
BY Collin Dysart

Assistant Scene Editor

Last Friday, Iron Horse Brewery hosted the Eastern Washington Brewfest from its new downtown location. Seven regional
breweries set up camp on the
outdoor patio for an evening of
tastings.
Attendees with shot sized tasting glasses mingled in the early
dusk. They sampled a wide assortment of beers from the area’s
burgeoning breweries. 88.1 the
Burg supplied music and Brisket
of Ellensburg had juicy hot dogs
for sale.
A face painter adorned attendees and vendors alike.
Icicle Brewery of Leavenworth, Washington had three of
its top brews on tap. Available to

sample were it’s BootJack IPA,
Dirtyface Amber, and Crosscut
Lager. The brewery has been in
existence for three years and is on
tap at Spur’s, Happy’s Market,
and the Frontier Tavern.
Iron Horse, as host, pulled out
all the stops. They unveiled the
mystifying “Super Secret Amazing Special Brew.” According to
Jared Vallejo, marketing director
for Iron Horse, the beer and title
will formally be released on July
1.
“It’s our anniversary ale, and
we are really excited to get this
one out. It’s got a fuck ton of
hops, for sure,” he said.
Yakima Craft Brewery had
its 1982 Amber Ale on tap. Erin
Grahamn senior law and justice
major, liked what she tasted.
“I really like it, it’s so unique.

I’m enjoying all the variety here,”
Graham said.
Top Frog Brewery of Newport, Washington and Bale
Breaker of Yakima, Washington
heavily promoted their flagships
IPA’s.
Orlison Brewing Company
showcased its popular Pilsner
37 Lager. A portion of the sales
goes to Team Gleeson for ALS
research.
All attendees were entered
into a raffle for a very special
prize. Jared Vallejo gave away his
‘Kegarator.’ The winner would
receive his or her own refrigerator outfitted with two beer taps.
An added bonus: the ‘kegarator’ is covered in a blackboard
surface allowing the owner to
customize to his or her delight.
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LINE OF SCRIMMAGE The Wildcat defense lines up against the field goal unit from the offensive team in the annual spring game. The Wildcat defense forced three missed
field goals on the day.

Defense dominates

The Wildcat defense forces four turnovers and three missed field goals en route to a
37-14 lopsided victory against the offense in the annual Crimson and White game
BY DILLON SAND

Staff Reporter

The next era of Central Washington
University started last Saturday as head
coach Ian Shoemaker got his first taste of
coaching the Wildcats during the annual
spring game.
The spring football game was played
last Saturday with the White team defense
defeating the Crimson team offense 37-14
in front of a crowd of 1,700 people.
The game was set up differently in
years past, with the Crimson team being
made of only offensive players, and the
White team of only defensive players.
The White defensive team scored points
only by creating turnovers (seven points)
and missed field goals (three points). The
Crimson team had normal scoring rules.
The game was split up into three periods, two 12-minute periods with a stopping clock and one 12-minute final period
with a running clock.
The game started with the opening
pass from the perceived starting quarterback Jake Nelson being intercepted by
junior defensive back DeAndre Baines to
give the White team a quick 7-0 lead. This
was the first of three turnovers forced by
the defense.
After sophomore kicker/punter Sean
McDonald barely missed a 50-yard field
goal in extremely windy conditions, the
White team took a 10-0 lead.
The Crimson team then turned to junior running back Arthur Burns to get
their offense going, and he responded in
a big way. Burns was the obvious standout
of the game: running for 98 yards on 12
carries and eventually scored both touchdowns for the Crimson team.
“He [Burns] really showed everyone
what he can do and how hard he’s been
working,” Shoemaker said.

BEAU LOWRY/observer

DROPPING BACK Quarterback Justin Lane throws a pass in the spring game last
Saturday. Lane finished with 100 passing yards on the day.

Midway through the second quarter
the Crimson team was winning 14-13.
Nelson, after leading the Crimson team
down the field on a great drive, was intercepted by sophomore linebacker Tanner
Lucas giving the White team a 20-14 lead.
After another missed field goal, this
time from 38 yards out, the White team
went into halftime with a 23-14 lead.
At halftime of the contest, the football team announced their offensive and
defensive captains for next season. The

offensive captain was awarded to senior
offensive lineman Marshall Green, and
defensive captain was awarded to senior
linebacker JB Torsey.
Also during halftime was the handing
down of the iconic No. 44 jersey. The
jersey is given to a defensive player who
best exemplifies the standards of a Wildcat defender: dedication, toughness, discipline and tenacity. The No. 44 jersey was
given to junior linebacker Tovar Sanchez,
passed down by last years recipient, Stan

Langlow.
With only one final quarter to be
played, the Crimson team needed to come
hot out of the gates and score quick if they
wanted a chance to get back in the game.
Sanchez and the White team would not let
this happen. The defense forced a fumble
on the opening drive and eventually gave
the white team a dominating 37-14 win.
“We got a great group of backs, they’re
the type that we can really rely on. But,
overall, we’re just not ready for Saturdays
yet,” Shoemaker said when asked about
how the team struggled on offense in the
game.
The other back that Shoemaker is referring to is track standout Jordan Todd
who had ten carries for 44 yards. Todd,
a quicker speed type back, when teamed
up with the more physical Burns, makes a
great combination for the Wildcats.
Nelson finished the game completing
five passes on 13 attempts for 60 yards and
two interceptions. Back-up quarterback
Justin Lane was impressive, completing
eight passes on 13 attempts for 93 yards.
“We’re not completely where we want
to be yet, but that’s what the spring game
is for,” Nelson said.
The leading receiver in the game was
the quick sophomore Kent McKinney,
who had three catches for 15 yards and
was obviously a favorite target for both
quarterbacks.
Senior defensive back Anthony Beaver
lead the team in tackles with seven total.
Junior linebacker Mitch Haldane also had
a standout game for the dominating White
team, racking up seven total tackles, with
1.5 tackles for loss.
Central’s first game of the season is
Sept. 6 against Montana in Missoula.
The ‘Cats first home game is the following week on Sept. 13 against Dixie State
at 1 p.m.
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ELLENSBURG ROLLER DERBY

Rollergirls smash Derby Dames 206-85
BY DONNIE SANTOS

Staff Reporter

The local Roller Derby team, the Rodeo City Rollergirls, mean one thing: business.
If anyone has never been to a roller
derby bout, it is an experience of mental
strategy, physical toughness and intense
competition.
Jammers try to break through blockers
to score points for their team. This is all
done on roller skates.
Saturday, May 17, in the Ellensburg
High School auxiliary gym, the Roller
City Rollergirls battled against the Rolling
Hills Derby Dames from Pullman, Wash.
The final score was in favor of Rodeo City
at 206-85. Even though the final score
was lopsided, the bout was fierce.
When an event has a section of seating
called “suicide seats” due to likeliness of a
derby girl getting knocked into your lap,
it must be extreme. The bout isn’t just a
free-for-all slugfest. A lot of strategy goes
into each team’s preparation for the competition.
“We practice for about six hours a
week,” Roller City blocker, who goes by
the name of Splitz-N-Giggles said. “Our
team works very hard and loves the sport.
I have loved playing over the last two
years, and I really can’t get enough of it.”
There is a definite sense of teamwork

Kelsey RANDICH/observer

ROLLIN’ DIRTY An Ellensburg roller girl gets physical with a competitor from the
Rolling Hills Derby Dames team from Pullman.

and athleticism in this sport. The skating
the girls do is an impressive sight. Forward,
backward, sideways and stopping on a
dime, all while being pushed and shoved

from every angle is what it takes to be successful in this sport. The aggressiveness
and strength of these teams is something
that could be seen as very intimidating.

“The first fall was a hard one,” Rolling
Hills jammer, Lisa Lawless said, “but this
sport teaches you to get up and keep going. That is what makes this sport so great.
You get to workout and be physical at the
same time. The bruises can be pretty bad,
though.”
The entire bout consists of short spurts
of aggressive play, comparable to volleyball volleys. If you watched Olympic short
course speed skating this winter during the
Sochi games, you can imagine how the
track is set up inside the gym. Six referees
skate with the pile, dishing out penalties
for illegal blocking techniques.
Roller derby is an adrenaline rush for
all of those involved. The loud cries from
the crowd during an aggressive play were
exciting and dramatic for the energy of
everyone in attendance.
The passion and fearlessness of the
skaters made it near impossible to look
away from the action.
The Rodeo City team has just begun
their season. Their next home bout on
June 7 is a doubleheader versus the Willamette Kidney Thieves and the Whidbey
Island Rollergirls. It is an experience that
will have Roller Derby “newbies” left with
feelings of admiration for the toughness
exuded during a bout.
For more information, you can learn
more about the Rodeo City team at rodeocityrollergirls.com.
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Central students are Rollin on the River

BY CHANDLER ST. LOUIS

Staff Reporter

Have you ever had an idea for an outdoor trip but haven’t quite been able to
make it happen? Bring your ideas into
Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals (OPR), and
they can make your adventure dreams
happen.
The OPR, located on the east side of
the SURC, offers many outdoor activities
and opportunities for students.
The program gives students access to
outdoor rental equipment and guided
trips throughout the year. OPR also offers
motivational speakers, clinics and ﬁlms
for outdoor enthusiasts while encouraging
students to visit them on campus to hear
about upcoming events.
It has scheduled trips planned for the
spring, but also allows students to plan
their own trips.
With a two week notice, students can
bring ideas for trips into the OPR, and the
staff will turn them into reality. They will
plan every aspect of the trip, providing
guides and planning transportation.
“We’re fully equipped to handle any
excursion,” Tom Potter, trip coordinator
for OPR said.
All students need to do is come up with
an idea, choose a date and get a group of

people to go. These custom trips give students the opportunity to be creative and
plan something speciﬁc to their liking.
Trips in the past have included hiking
trails around Ellensburg, ﬂoating rivers
and bicycling trips to the west side of the
mountains.
The purpose of the custom trips is for
students to bring new ideas to the OPR
staff. The program is always looking for
adventures to embark on.
“If students wanted to go Heli-Skiing
in Alaska, we could make it happen,” Potter said. “The sky is the limit.”
OPR has many different types of outdoor equipment for rent. From ﬂoating
down the Yakima River to going camping
in the hills, it has what you need.
Students also receive special rates when
they rent from OPR and can also make
reservations if they know they will need
certain equipment for a speciﬁc date.
Trips and events for Spring include
sunset hikes, kayak pool sessions, whitewater kayaking classes, swift water rescue
training, and wilderness ﬁrst responder
certiﬁcation courses.
Students have many opportunities to
enjoy the outdoors. Some of the most
popular outdoor destinations around Ellensburg are Manashtash Ridge, Umtanum Creek Falls and Lions Rock.
OPR will continue to remain open dur-

PHoTo CoURTESy oF JoRDAN vIDMoRE

CANNONBALL A group of Central students jump out of a raft at an oPR sponsored river rafting adventure.

ing the summer but only for equipment
rentals and rafting trips.
With the sun starting to shine and temperatures rising, it’s time to take advantage
of the outdoor activities that Ellensburg
has to offer.

opr Hours
Monday - Friday 12 - 6 p.m.
saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Central Washington University • learn. do. live.

Register:
May 5–June 25
Hundreds of courses offered online
and in person across Washington state.
Talk with an advisor or a representative in
your program for course offerings and
more information.

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu

Six-week session:
June 23–August 1
Nine-week session: June 23–August 22
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BASEBALL
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ROCK AND FIRE Junior pitcher brandon Williams delivers a pitch in an early season game. Williams threw five complete games for Central and held opposing batters to a
.217 batting average while striking out a conference-high 81 batters.

The man, the myth, the screwball

BY SPENCER HANSEN

Staff Reporter

Who is Brandon Williams you might
ask? Quite possibly the newest “big man
on campus” at Central.
Last week, Williams secured his name
in Central athletic royalty by ﬁnishing off
his junior season with a shutout win at
the GNAC tournament and was named
the GNAC Pitcher of the Year. Williams
ﬁnished the year with the best ERA, 1.81,
and lowest opponent batting average, .216
in the GNAC, as well as leading many
other pitching categories.
Williams, or “B Dub” as he’s known by
teammates, won a career high eight games
this year and struck out 89 batters.
B Dub grew up playing baseball,
starting with T-ball, but was much more
into soccer as a young kid. Williams was
brought up as an Oakland Athletics fan
and mentioned his favorite player was Eric
Chavez, who also manned the hot-corner
for the A’s.
“I liked it, but it wasn’t my favorite,”
Williams said. “Actually I was a soccer
player.”
As Brandon grew older, baseball became his sport. At around eight or nine
years old it started to get more serious, and
a few years later he found himself playing
year-round on travel teams. He stopped
playing other sports so he could devote
more time to baseball.
Williams, who dominated hitters this
season, found his love for pitching at a
young age. He has pitched since he started
playing baseball as a young boy. Although
he played other positions in the inﬁeld as a
kid, he excelled at pitching.
In his teen years, Williams learned a
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has found his niche.
“This is the ﬁrst team I have felt really
comfortable around,” said Williams. “I
like this school a lot.”
Not only does Brandon shine on the
diamond, he also values the classroom
as well. Williams mentioned that many
of the mental skills and mindsets transfer
from the baseball ﬁeld to the classroom
and to life in general, such as dedication.
“I always make sure my school is on top
of its game,” said Williams.
Williams is a construction management
major and will return as the anchor of a
young pitching staff in 2015.
The Yakima Valley Pippins, a new collegiate summer team, is where Williams
will call home this summer. The Pippins
compete in the West Coast League which
attracts high-proﬁle baseball talent from
across the nation, speciﬁcally the West
coast. The nation’s top college players
compete against each other, as many of
these players go on to sign professional
contracts.
This summer will be Williams’ third
summer in the WCL. The past two years
he has played for Klamath Falls and Medford. Williams also has aspirations of being taken in the MLB draft, which is a
possibility and if the case, Williams will
not be in Yakima if he signs a professional
contract.
He also credits much of his success to
his pitching coach from the Puget Sound
Rocks, who taught him the screwball, as
well as the entire Central coaching staff,
including pitching coach Rob Hippi who
has worked with him a lot.
When he’s not on the baseball ﬁeld or
in the classroom, he enjoys golf, bowling
and various outdoor activities.

Come take a look at our newly
updated community.

Quiet 1 and 2 bedroom
Apartment Homes
Located across the street
from CWU, within walking
distance to downtown
restaurants and shopping.

DESIGN
SKILLS TO WORK

PUT YOUR GRAPHIC

Have you checked your Pulse lately?

www.cwu.edu/~pulse
/cwupulsemagazine
@CWUPulse

Apply online at the CWU Job Boards. E-mail any questions to Kristin: gaskillk@cwu.edu

CWU’s Student-Run Online Interactive Lifestyle Magazine

as
erver h
The Obs te opening
dia
r
an imme phic designe
a
r
g
a
for

APPLY
TODAY!
graph·iNoun:
c de·sign

The art or skill of combining
text and pictures in
advertisements, magazines,or
books.

